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5 Conclusions 

The present study documented eye movement features of expert and novice language 

learners in vocabulary search task, which a) indicate higher level of cognitive load in 

subjects with lower vocabulary test results (higher peak saccade velocity and blink rate 

in less proficient subjects) and b) different visual lexical search patterns on the basis of 

eye movement data on intersaccadic angles and saccade direction (which were named 

Horizontal, Vertical and Non-linear). 

The described patterns correspond to the patterns obtained in preceding research 

[12], which had also been shown to correspond to cognitive control factor. The current 

study displayed the relation of cognitive load and the preference of using the linear 

and non-linear pattern. According to the empirical data, these patterns are more or less 

manifested in subjects according to their expertise in foreign languages. 
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